
 
ABOUT BOB AVAKIAN  

 

Bob Avakian is Chairman of the Revolutionary Communist Party, USA.  A veteran of the 
Free Speech Movement and the revolutionary upsurges of the 1960s and early 1970s, he 
worked closely with the Black Panther Party.  By the mid-1970s, he emerged as the 
foremost Maoist revolutionary in the United States.  He has guided the RCP since its 
formation in the 1975 and is a major leader of the international communist movement.  
Over the last 25 years, Avakian has produced a highly significant body of work, and he 
approaches Marxism as a living, developing science that must be constantly interrogating 
itself.  
 
Avakian has penned the most comprehensive account of Mao’s theoretical contributions to 
Marxism.  He has been undertaking an ongoing examination of the experience of 
proletarian revolution in the 20th century - its great achievements, in particular the 
profound lessons of the Cultural Revolution in China, as well as its setbacks, 
shortcomings, and mistakes.  He has been addressing issues of revolutionary strategy, in 
the U.S. and for the international movement.  He has analyzed why revolution is not only 
necessary but possible within the U.S. itself.  
 
Through these and other critical investigations, Avakian has been bringing forward a vision 
of socialism and communism that breaks vital new ground for Marxism and the 
communist project.  He has been deepening and enlarging the understanding of the tasks 
and contradictions bound up with the exercise of revolutionary authority and how the 
masses can be unleashed to rule and transform society.  In recent writings, he has been 
speaking to the indispensable role of dissent in socialist society - how it contributes to 
deeper knowledge of socialist society, the critical spirit that must permeate it, and the 
continuing struggle to transform socialist society towards communism.  He has been 
drawing attention to the importance of the intellectual and cultural spheres in socialist 
society and in the revolutionary process overall, and he probes historic problems in the 
understanding and approach of the international communist movement.  In works such as 
Conquer the World - The International Proletariat Must and Will and Getting Over the Two 
Great Humps: Further Thoughts on Conquering the World, he has been conceptualizing the 
international dimensions of communist revolution in ways that have far-reaching 
implications for the world struggle.  
 
Avakian’s writings are marked by great breadth - from discussions about religion and 
atheism and morality, to the limits of classical democracy, to basketball.  It is often alleged 
that a vanguard party is incompatible with a searching, critical and creative intellectual 
enterprise.  Avakian gives the lie to this claim.  
 
From his life experience and revolutionary perspective comes a profound sense of the 
struggles and sentiments among the masses of people; and he keeps his finger on the 
pulse of the movements of opposition in society and more broadly.  This is a revolutionary 
leader who has said about leadership: “if you don’t have a poetic spirit - or at least a poetic 
side - it is very dangerous for you to lead a Marxist movement or be the leader of a socialist 
state.”  
 
Bob Avakian is the visionary leader of a Maoist vanguard party, the Revolutionary 
Communist Party, which has its sights on the revolutionary seizure of power and the 
radical transformation of society in the colossus that is late imperial America - all as part 
of a worldwide process of revolutionary struggle whose final aim is communism, a world 
without exploitative and oppressive relations and the corresponding political structures, 
institutions, and ideas and culture.   
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